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President’s Article: 
 

As I’m sitting here writing this article it is 
snowing outside.  I guess Punxsutawney 
Phil IS right - 6 more weeks of winter. 
 
SSCLE: 
NALS of Washington just held its Super 
Saturday CLE on Saturday, January 28, 
2017 at the law firm of Davis Wright 
Tremaine.  The Washington Court 
Reporter’s Association joined our group 
and the attendance was one of the highest 
we’ve had in several years.  Our Education 
Director, Autumn Elmore, did a great job 
lining up speakers.  We received high 
praise from members of the visiting 
association.  Hands down the favorite 
topic of the day was Cyber Sleuthing.  
There were several door prizes donated by 
various court reporting agencies as well as 
our regular grant raffle.  Thank you to 
Davis Wright for hosting this event for us 
and a special thank you to Michelle King 
for all the hard work she put into making 
the day perfect. 
 
Nominations/Elections: 
As you know, the ballots for nominating 
2017/2018 board members were emailed 
out and only 35 members voted.  We are 
still in need of a Treasurer and an 
Education Director.  If you or someone 
you know is interested in either of those 
positions, please contact me or Amylyn 
Riedling, PP, PLS at amylynpp@gmail.com. 
 
Annual Meeting & Installation of 
Officers: 
Inside this publication is a flyer with 
information for our Annual Education and 
Installation of Officers that is being held at 
the Inn at Gig Harbor on April 21-23.  We  
 

 
are offering 5 grants for 5 lucky people to 
attend the conference.  If you wish to 
apply for a grant, please use the 
application which is inside this 
publication.   
 
One of the main reasons NALS of 
Washington sends out these newsletters is 
to circulate information on what our 
chapters are doing.  NALS of Pierce 
County is getting ready to put on its 
Annual Bosses Night celebration.  This 
event is always fun with awards handed 
out for Boss of the Year, Award of 
Excellence, Firm of the Year, Legal Vendor 
of the Year and Outstanding Community 
Service.  This year the event will be held at 
The Tacoma Yacht Club.  The food is 
delicious and the view is spectacular.  It 
would be wonderful to have NALS 
members from other counties present at 
this event.  I have included the Bosses 
Night Flyer in this publication for those 
that would like to attend.   
 
Stay safe out in this weather and I will see 
you at Annual! 
   ~Kristin Larkin, PLS 

 

 





 
CLERK’S ALERT 

2017 CLE Workshop for Attorneys & Legal Professionals 

Are you interested in learning more about the principal functions of the Clerk’s Office 
and customer services, Superior Court’s Mandatory Arbitration Program and Family 
Court Operations?  If so, sign-up today to attend the Clerk’s Continuing Legal Education 
(CLE) Workshop.  

The Clerk’s CLE Workshop is specifically designed for practitioners interested in hearing 
an insider’s view of operations, learning how extensively and efficiently technology is 
used, viewing “e” application demonstrations to enhance practical knowledge, and 
discovering proven time and money saving tips.   

Held in downtown Seattle over two consecutive Fridays (9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.), the two 
2017 workshops are offered on: 

 April 7 & 14, 2017  

 September 15 & 22, 2017  

Registration is limited to 25 attendees on a first come - first served basis. Registration 
must be secured in advance with payment of the $200.00 tuition. This popular workshop 
frequently sells out; do not hesitate to register early.  Washington State Bar Association 
members may earn ten (10) CLE credits. 

Questions? Contact:   

 Beth Taylor, Program Manager, at beth.taylor@kingcounty.gov or (206) 477-0783  

For a program brochure: www.kingcounty.gov/courts/clerk/programs/CLE  
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President-Elect’s Report 
By 

Dara Wasalino Tremblay, PP, PLS-SC 
 

Welcome to Winter 2017 NALS of Washington!  I hope everyone had a wonderful, Merry 
Christmas, and peaceful Happy New Year.  Can you believe how fast 2016 went by?  It seems 
like just yesterday we were in Leavenworth for Annual Meeting and Installation.  Now we are 
looking toward April 21-23, 2017 at the Inn at Gig Harbor for our next Annual Meeting and 
Installation.   

But before we get too far ahead of ourselves, we’ve got Super Saturday CLE coming up next on 
January 28, 2017 at Davis Wright Tremaine in Downtown Seattle.  Educational topics include 
Cybersecurity, Cyber-Sleuthing/Background Checks, Adobe, Paperless Practice, and Excel.  
Technology CLE topics are something everyone learns something from, so make sure to invite 
your workmates and tell your attorney’s we’ve applied for 6.15 hours of WSBA credits.  The 
attorney rate for Super Saturday CLE is $125 which is a BARGAIN for 6.15 hours of attorney 
CLE credits.   

I look forward to seeing all of you at Super Saturday CLE and Annual Meeting! 

NALS of Washington Membership Numbers: 

State:  151 

Greater Seattle:  75 

Pierce County:  49 

Kitsap:  8 

At Large:  18 

Spokane:  1 

 



NALS OF WASHINGTON 
Award of Excellence Nomination Form 

 

Eligibility Requirements 

 Be an active member in good standing of NALS of Washington with at least three years of legal experience. 

 Be engaged in work of a legal nature, in accordance with NALS of Washington Bylaws. 

 Exhibit qualities of professionalism to her or his coworkers and fellow NALS of Washington members. 

Nominee:    
 

Nominee’s 
Address:  
 

 

City:   State:   Zip:  
 

 

I believe the above‐named individual should be considered for the NALS of Washington Award of Excellence for the 

following reasons: (There is a 2 page limit; additional pages will not be accepted.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Nominated by:     
 

Address:  
 

 

City:   State:   Zip:  
 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION:  April 12, 2017 

Please submit your nomination by mail to: 
 

Amylyn Riedling, PP, PLS‐SC 
NALS of Washington, President 
3902 S. Ainsworth Avenue 

Tacoma, WA 98418 

Please submit your nomination by e‐mail to:   
amylynpp@gmail.com 

 
With a Subject line: NALS of Washington Award of 

Excellence 

 



NALS OF WASHINGTON 
Award of Excellence 

 

 

 
 
 

The NALS of Washington Award of Excellence is presented annually to recognize outstanding 
achievement in association leadership and professional development.  Any member or chapter 
may make nominations.  A panel of three non-member judges selects the recipient.  The 
recipient is announced at the dinner banquet at the NALS of Washington Annual Meeting and 
Educational Conference and will be featured in the following edition of Legally Speaking. 

Policies and Procedures 

Deadline Date: April 12, 2017 

1. Nominations received after the April 12, 2017 deadline date will not be considered. 
2. Use the nomination form to nominate any member of NALS of Washington who 

you believe deserves the Award of Excellence. 
3. Three non-members within the legal field chosen by the Awards Chair shall serve 

as judges who will review the nominations and select the recipient. 
4. The name of the recipient is kept confidential until the dinner banquet at the NALS of 

Washington Annual Meeting and Educational Conference. 

Rules and Regulations 

1. This award is given to a member of NALS of Washington who personifies all 
the outstanding qualities of a legal professional. 

2. Any member who is in good standing of NALS of Washington and has at least three 
years of legal experience is eligible to participate in the NALS of Washington Award 
of Excellence. 

3. The member must be active in NALS and exhibit qualities of professionalism to her 
or his coworkers and fellow NALS members. 

4. All nominees will be judged on the following basis: 
a. Professional attitude, legal skills, and experience 60% 
b. Service to NALS of Washington (at chapter, state 
 and national levels) 40% 
TOTAL  100% 

5. Any member or chapter may nominate a candidate for the NALS of Washington Award 
of Excellence.  Chapter Presidents will be contacted by the Awards Chair to include 
their chapter’s local winner in the nomination process. 

6. All nominations must be received by April 12, 2017 (via email or U.S. mail). 
7. Nominations must be limited to 2 pages.  



Jo Yantz, PP, PLS 

Certification Director 
 

It’s a busy time in Certification, we just finished with a cram during SSCLE 
and the March Certification exams are right around the corner.  I’ll be rooting 
for everyone taking an exam this March to pass with flying colors.  Remember, 
it’s a national test and therefore the correct answer to any question may not be 
what you do in your daily job.  If you are taking one of the Certification exams, 
please let me know your results – no matter if it’s you passed or if a retake of a 
section is in your future.  I will do all I can to help you if there is a section that 
you need to retake, just let me know which section it might be. 

As many members already know, we now have certification books that can be 
loaned out to study for an exam with.  When you are loaned a book, it is for 
one period.  This means anyone getting books in April will have them until the 
September exam, for example.  I will be contacting all the members who 
currently have loaned books right after the March exams to arrange for them to 
be sent back to me.  

Another thing I want to bring up is that Certification has grants that can be 
requested once a year.  There is one grant for each of the Certification exams.  
The application must be signed by the exam administrator who gave your 
exam.  I have arranged to have the application placed into this issue or if you 
can’t find it, please contact me for one.  The grants are awarded in April at our 
Annual Meeting.  You must have taken your Certification exam in order to 
submit your application. 

It was snowing as I left for work this morning, but I know that Spring and 
warmer weather is just around the corner.  I for one can’t wait for it to arrive.  I 
hope to see all of you in April at our Annual Conference when we will be 
installing our new President and board. 

 

 



NALS of WASHINGTON 
PP/PLS-CLP/ALP GRANT PROGRAM 

Purpose: The purpose of the PP/PLS-CLP/ALP Grant Program is to make funds 
available to assist members to study for and take the PP, PLS and ALP 
Exams.  

Grant Amount:  There are three (3) grant amounts: one (1) $75 grants for members 
wishing to study for or take the ALP Exam; one (1) $150 grant for a 
member wishing to study for and take the PLS/CLP Exam; and one (1) 
$150 grant for a member wishing to study for and take the PP Exam. 

Statement of Need:  Funding for the PP/PLS-CLP/ALP Grant shall be based on criteria 
approved by the Certification Committee and NALS of Washington 
Board of Directors. The criteria shall include information provided in 
the PP/PLS-CLP/ALP Grant Program Application. 

Grant Guidelines: 

1. Any member of NALS of Washington is eligible to apply for the PP/PLS-CLP/ALP Grant.

2. Grant funds must be used within one (1) year of receipt of the funds and may be 
applied toward: 

 
a. PP, PLS/CLP or ALP Exam fee (full or partial) 

 
b. Resource manuals or textbooks 

 
c. NALS of Washington Cram event 

 
d. NEI (if held during the one year period after award of the Grant) 

3. Only one (1) Grant will be approved per applicant. 

4. All Grant Applications must be received by the Director of the NALS of Washington 
Certification Committee by April 1st each year.  All information requested on the Grant 
Application must be provided. 

5. Each member who receives a Grant must provide: 

 
a.  Proof of registration and attendance at the Exam;  

 
b.  Receipt for manuals and textbooks purchased;  

 
c.  Proof of attendance at a NEI or Cram event by the Certification Committee.  

6. The Grants will be awarded at the NALS of Washington Annual Meeting.  
 



NALS OF WASHINGTON 
PP/PLS-CLP/ALP Grant Program Application 

Please complete the entire Application. Incomplete Applications will not be considered. 
1.  Name:   

2. 
Mailing 
Address: 

  

              

3. Work Telephone:   
Home 
Telephone:

  

4. Chapter:      

5. Will you use Grant funds to apply toward: 

   ALP Exam    PLS/CLP Exam 

   Textbooks/Resource Manuals    Cram Event 

   NEI    Other 

   PP Exam 

Explain 

6. 
Brief summary of why you should be considered for either Grant:    
            
             

  I agree to abide by the guidelines and criteria of the NALS of Washington PP/PLS-CLP/ALP 
Grant Program. 

Signature    Date:   

APPLICATION MUST BE POSTMARKED BY APRIL 1, 2010 AND MAILED TO: 

Jo Yantz, PP, PLS 
Betts, Patterson & Mines 

One Convention Place 
701 Pike Street, Suite 1400 

Seattle, WA 98101 
jyantz@bpmlaw.com 

Proof of Attendance 

Please complete this form, have the PP, PLS/CLP or ALP Exam Administrator sign, and return it 
to the NALS of Washington Certification Director as soon as practicable. 
 
Sat for the entire PP, PLS/CLP, ALP Exam or for Parts on ____________________, _________. 

Exam Administrator:   Date:   



  





 

NALS of Washington Elections: 

Congratulations to the NALS of 
Washington 2017-18 Board! 

 

President:   Dara Wasalino Tremblay, PP, PLS-SC 

President-Elect:   Michelle King, PLS 

Secretary:   Caressa Dunn 

Treasurer:   Currently an open position 

Membership Director:   Brandy Bewley, PP, PLS, RP 

Certification Director:   Jo Yantz, PP, PLS 

Marketing Director:   Nancy Thayer 

Education Director:   Currently an open position 

 

Thank you to all of you who voted and sent in write-in nominations for Treasurer 
and Education Director.  While the election is closed, if you are interested in the 
position of Education Director, or know someone who would be good at the job, 
please do not hesitate to let me know.   

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 



NALS of Washington Grant Application 

Annual Meeting and Installation 

DEADLINE TO APPLY IS MARCH 24, 2017 

 

Name:______________________________________________________________ 

Address:____________________________________________________________ 

Phone:___________________  Email:____________________________________ 

NALS Member Number: ____________ 

First NALS of Washington Conference:  ____ Yes    ____ No 

I __________________________ understand that  if  I am awarded one of the five 
(5) grants, that the grant funds will only cover: (1) My registration fee as a NALS of 
Washington  member  for  the  Annual  Conference,  (2)  my  attendance  at  the 
recognition  luncheon,  (3) my attendance at  the dinner and annual  installation of 
officers and (4) my attendance at Breakfast With a Side of Ethics..   

The grant does NOT apply  to  the  following:  (1) a  reservation at  the  Inn at Gig 
Harbor,  (2) a guest  for the recognition  luncheon,  (3) a guest  for the dinner and 
installation of officers,  (4) a guest  for Breakfast With a  Side of  Ethics,  (5) any 
transportation to/from the conference or (6) Narrows Bridge toll. 

 
_____________________________ 
Signature 

_____________________________ 
Print Name 

 
 

To submit your application, email it to  

Kristin Larkin, PLS, klarkin@gth‐law.com. 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 





NALS Code of Ethics & Professional Responsibility 
Members of NALS are bound by the objectives of this association and the standards of conduct 
required of the legal profession. 

Every member shall: 

 Encourage respect for the law and administration of justice 

 Observe rules governing privileged communications and confidential information 

 Promote and exemplify high standards of loyalty, cooperation, and courtesy 

 Perform all duties of the profession with integrity and competence 

 Pursue a high order of professional attainment 

Integrity and high standards of conduct are fundamental to the success of our professional 
association. This Code is promulgated by NALS and accepted by its members to accomplish 
these ends. 

Canon 1.  Members of this association shall maintain a high degree of competency and 
integrity through continuing education to better assist the legal profession in fulfilling its duty 
to provide quality legal services to the public. 

Canon 2.  Members of this association shall maintain a high standard of ethical conduct and 
shall contribute to the integrity of the association and the legal profession. 

Canon 3.  Members of this association shall avoid a conflict of interest pertaining to a client 
matter. 

Canon 4.  Members of this association shall preserve and protect the confidences and 
privileged communications of a client. 

Canon 5.  Members of this association shall exercise care in using independent professional 
judgment and in determining the extent to which a client may be assisted without the 
presence of a lawyer and shall not act in matters involving professional legal judgement. 

Canon 6.  Members of this association shall not solicit legal business on behalf of a lawyer. 

Canon 7.  Members of this association, unless permitted by law, shall not perform paralegal 
functions except under the direct supervision of a lawyer and shall not advertise or contract 
with members of the general public for the performance of paralegal functions. 

Canon 8.  Members of this association, unless permitted by law, shall not perform any of the 
duties restricted to lawyers or do things which lawyers themselves may not do and shall assist 
in preventing the unauthorized practice of law. 

Canon 9.  Members of this association not licensed to practice law shall not engage in the 
practice of law as defined by statutes or court decisions. 

Canon 10.  Members of this association shall do all other things incidental, necessary or 
expedient to enhance professional responsibility and participation in the administration of 
justice and public service in cooperation with the legal profession. 



 

 

President 
Kristin Larkin, PLS 

Gordon Thomas Honeywell, LLP 
1201 Pacific Ave, Suite 2100 

Tacoma, WA 98402 
(253) 620-6444 

klarkin@gth-law.com 
 
 

President Elect 
Dara Tremblay, PP, PLS-SC 
Law Office of Lynn Johnson 
945 Fawcett Avenue, Suite C 

Tacoma, WA 98402 
(253) 383-3333 

dwtremblay@yahoo.com 
 
 

Corporate Secretary 
Caressa Dunn 

 
 

Treasurer 
Theresa Redfern, PLS 

 
 

Membership Director 

Amylyn Riedling, PP, PLS-SC 

Robin H. Balsam, P.S. 

911 South I Street 
Tacoma, WA 98405 

(253) 627-7800 
amylynpp@gmail.com 

 
 

Education Director 
Autumn Elmore 

Johnson Graffe Keay Moniz & Wick 
925 Fourth Ave., Ste. 2300 

Seattle, WA 98104 
elmorea@jgkmw.com 

 
 

Certification Director 
Jo Yantz, PP, PLS 

Betts, Patterson & Mines, P.S. 
One Convention Place 

701 Pike Street, Ste. 1400 
Seattle, WA 98101 

jyantz@bpmlaw.com 
 
 

Marketing Director 
Annu Mangot 

 
 

State Meetings Coordinator 
Sam Schmit, PP, PLS 

sam.schmit89@gmail.com 
 
 

Immediate Past President 

Amylyn Riedling, PP, PLS-SC 

Robin H. Balsam, P.S. 
911 South I Street 

Tacoma, WA 98405 
(253) 627-7800 

amylynpp@gmail.com 

 

For more information, please contact: 
Michelle F. King, PLS 

NALS of Washington Publication Chair 
Phone: 206‐757‐8608 

Email: michelleking@dwt.com

Legally Speaking is the official publication of NALS of Washington.  Opinions 
expressed herein are strictly of the contributors and do not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of NALS of Washington or its members.  Permission to reproduce 
materials appearing in Legally Speaking must be obtained from the publication 
chair.  NALS of Washington endorses no item or service other than those under 
auspices of the Association. 

Legally Speaking is published four times per year as a benefit to the members of 
NALS of Washington.  If you would like to submit anything for Legally Speaking, 
please email your submission to the Publication Chair, Michelle King, PLS, at 

michelleking@dwt.com for inclusion in an upcoming edition. 

 


